
WCCS Recommends
The Best Tales for Four-Year-Olds,  
in One Collection

These five stories have lasted because they speak plainly to boys. Each has a clear pattern, a steady pace, and an ending 
that restores order. The danger is brief, the resolution firm, and the language easy to absorb. Together they make a small 

but complete foundation for a boy’s first library.

Goldilocks and the Three Bears (England)
 
Goldilocks walks through the woods and finds a cottage that belongs to a 
family of bears. Inside she tries three bowls of porridge, three chairs and three 
beds. She tastes the food, tests the furniture and settles into the smallest bed. 
When the bears return she wakes in fright and runs home. The bears find their 
home disturbed but left in order. The rational order remains.
 
For parents
This story builds certainty through repetition. Its simple pattern lets boys 
practise comparison and consequence without fear.

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Grimms-Complete-Leatherbound-Classic-Collection/dp/1435158113/


The Three Little Pigs (England)
 
Three pigs set out to live on their own. One builds a house of straw, one of 
sticks and one of bricks. A wolf comes and blows down the first two houses 
with ease. The pigs flee to the brick house, which holds fast. The wolf tries his 
tricks but fails. The pigs stay safe because the work was done well, not quickly.
 
For parents
This tale shows the link between effort and outcome through clear action. 
Children feel the logic without needing a moral lesson.

The Elves and the Shoemaker (Germany, Brothers Grimm)
 
A shoemaker and his wife have only enough leather for a single pair of shoes. 
During the night unseen helpers finish the work. The shoes are perfect and sell 
at once. Each night the elves return and the shoemaker prospers. When the 
couple learn who helps them they make tiny clothes in thanks. The elves leave, 
their task complete, and the shoemaker carries on with renewed fortune.
 
For parents
This is a small domestic tale that shows help, gratitude and honest work in 
simple steps a boy can follow.

The Princess and the Pea (Denmark, Hans Christian Andersen)
 
A girl arrives at a castle soaked from a storm and claims to be a princess. The 
queen sets a test by placing a pea beneath a high stack of mattresses. By 
morning the girl reports a sleepless night caused by something hard in the bed. 
Her sensitivity proves her claim and she is welcomed into the royal household.
 
For parents
The humour lies in the bold exaggeration. Boys enjoy the idea that something 
tiny can cause such fuss, which keeps the story vivid.



WCCS Recommends more at
www.choirschool.com

Little Red Riding Hood (France, Charles Perrault)
 
A girl carries food through the woods to her grandmother. A wolf meets her 
on the path and asks harmless questions. He reaches the cottage first and 
puts the grandmother in danger. A rescuer arrives and restores both child and 
grandmother to safety. The girl returns home wiser about the forest path.
 
For parents
Told calmly this becomes a story about attention and trust. The journey through 
the woods gives Little Red Riding Hood a clear path to follow and her rescue 
restores the moral order.


