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Music for Spring

The Arrival of Spring, Normandy, David Hockney, 2020

‘Allegro’ from Concerto No. 1 in E major, Op. 8, RV 269, ‘Spring’ – Antonio Vivaldi
Nigel Kennedy’s recording of The Four Seasons is already a classic. This opening movement of Spring uses duetting violins to
mimic birdsong, while a fast, virtuosic middle passage presents a sudden thunderstorm.

Norwegian Spring Landscape, Eduard Munch, 1890

‘To Spring’, Lyric Pieces Book III, Op. 43 – Edvard Grieg
Norwegian composer, Edvard Grieg, wrote sixty-six short pieces for the piano. This one, an invocation of Spring, initially uses
almost exclusively the upper register of the piano. Like Vivaldi, Grieg places a murkier minor section in the centre of the piece, to
contrast with the return of the opening tune.

On Hearing the First Cuckoo in Spring – Frederick Delius
This piece by British composer, Frederick Delius, shares Greig’s harmonic language. It evokes the awakening countryside after
a long winter, opening with a slow presentation of the cuckoo’s call from the oboe, with rich string accompaniment. During the
second theme – a Norwegian folksong called In Ola Valley – the clarinet plays occasional cuckoo call. Can you hear it?

Appalachian Spring – Aaron Copland
This piece is one of the twentieth century’s most popular American classical works, winning Copland the Pulitzer Prize for Music
in 1945. Listen out towards the end for the American Shaker melody, Simple Gifts, which became the basis for the famous hymn
Lord of the Dance.

Allée of Chestnut Trees, Alfred Sisley, 1878

April in Paris – Ella Fitzgerald and Louis Armstrong
Written for the Broadway musical Walk a Little Faster, this song has become a popular stand-alone jazz classic. The lyrics
describe falling in love in springtime Paris, with ‘chestnuts in blossom’ and ‘holiday tables under the trees’.

Here Comes the Sun – The Beatles
Written in Spring 1969, the lyrics describe the change from winter to Spring, its jubilant melody mixed with a rich orchestration
and a Moog synthesiser. Count how many times the refrain ‘Sun, sun, sun, here it comes’ repeats in the middle section.

‘Spring 1’, Recomposed by Max Richter: Vivaldi – The Four Seasons
Max Richter wrote a new version of Vivaldi’s The Four Seasons, discarding three quarters of the material in its creation. The first
movement takes the ‘birdsong’ section from Vivaldi and loops it across violins to create the impression of overlapping bird calls.
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