
WCCS Recommends
First Notes - Classical Music for Four-Year-Olds

Music that tells a story
 
Children understand stories in sound. These pieces use instruments to create 
characters and scenes.

•	 Prokofiev – Peter and the Wolf
	 Each instrument becomes a voice in a story of courage and wit.
•	 Saint-Saëns – Carnival of the Animals
	 Short, vivid sketches of animals large and small.
•	 Britten – The Young Person’s Guide to the Orchestra
	 A clear and joyful tour of the orchestra.

Music that tells a story
 
Ballet music invites children to move and imagine. 

•	 Tchaikovsky – The Nutcracker Suite
	 Bright and festive, with dances that sparkle and sway.
•	 Delibes – Coppélia: Highlights
	 Graceful, playful and full of rhythm.
•	 Bizet – L’Arlésienne Suite No.1 (Farandole)
	 Bold, cheerful and easy to enjoy together.

Music that calms 
 
These pieces are gentle and clear, perfect for mornings or bedtime.

•	 Vivaldi – Spring from The Four Seasons
	 Light, fresh and full of life.
•	 Debussy – Clair de Lune
	 Soft and thoughtful, like moonlight on water.
•	 Grieg – Morning Mood from Peer Gynt
	 A calm beginning to the day.

https://open.spotify.com/track/2E8Bj0oBdhpRb8L99EOwMU
https://open.spotify.com/track/2F8H4tX1jlt2j8wG98FmNt
https://open.spotify.com/track/6BKcbGaoqA8BeaJX0F2hbz
https://open.spotify.com/track/0T0fRJRiJ5iyUH9SX9kFdM
https://open.spotify.com/track/5KIr3hlg1khyi1ueiLI6qz
https://open.spotify.com/track/688yrCtkEMbO7wJPOBXVQK
https://open.spotify.com/track/5xbuJuQsTVheVZvX2AJVIv
https://open.spotify.com/track/6Er8Fz6fuZNi5cvwQjv1ya
https://open.spotify.com/track/0awWxz7WRKdSpU9RVZ5PVK


Easy to recognise (and hard to forget) 
 
Short pieces hold a child’s attention and stay in the mind. 

•	 Schumann – Kinderszenen (Scenes from Childhood)
	 Small piano pieces full of tenderness.
•	 Mozart – Ah vous dirai-je, Maman (Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star)
	 A familiar tune turned into pure joy.
•	 Beethoven – Für Elise
	 Simple, gentle and loved everywhere.

WCCS Recommends more at
www.choirschool.com

Scan to listen to the First Notes playlist on Spotify or click here.

https://open.spotify.com/track/4pfkZUqRCYG5If39QHFpbQ
https://open.spotify.com/track/6fxLzg5SJIjge4FigbrqHH
https://open.spotify.com/track/1DfGPEHxTYeaJpiNA4xUb5
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/1SYt3fXJVzkS8GzYZ3yrX7?si=mYLL5r3uSAyvCIA4hFlVnA&pi=JGo7P49QQXOkX&nd=1&dlsi=3967a691fedf4f43

