
WCCS Recommends

Classic books for boys age 4 – 13

Boys age 12-13
The Picture of Dorian Gray
Oscar Wilde
 
The story of a fashionable young man who sells his soul for eternal youth: only his 
portrait bears the signs of his corruption and depravity. Oscar Wilde’s only novel is  
a masterpiece of Gothic horror.

Boys age 11-12
The Count of Monte Cristo
Alexandre Dumas
 
An epic tale of suffering and revenge: Edmond Dantes, imprisoned for a crime he 
didn’t commit, learns of hidden treasure and determines to escape and use it to 
destroy his traducers while masquerading as the charming, mysterious Count of 
Monte Cristo.



Boys age 10-11
The Horse and His Boy
C.S. Lewis
 
The fifth book in The Chronicles of Narnia by C. S. Lewis, The Horse and His Boy 
describes the adventures of two children and two talking horses who escape into 
Narnia and discover a deadly invasion plot.

Boys age 9-10
Old Possum’s Book of Practical Cats
T.S. Eliot
 
T.S. Eliot wrote these whimsical and witty poems about feline foibles – including 
Mr Mistoffelees, Mungojerrie and Rumpleteazer and Macavity: The Mystery Cat 
– for his godchildren. They’ve since been turned into a major musical and a motion 
picture.

Boys age 8-9
The Railway Children
Edith Nesbit
 
The comfortable London lives of three siblings are transformed when their father 
disappears and they are forced to live in a simple cottage near a country railway 
station. Days filled with exciting adventures, including a successful attempt to avert 
a train disaster, leave an unsolved mystery: where has their father gone?



Boys age 7-8
The Fairy Tales of Charles Perrault
(Illustrated by Gustav Doré) 

Teach your sons about real life with this collection of nine famous fairy tales, 
including Little Red Riding Hood, Cinderella, and Puss in Boots, with magnificent 
engravings by Gustave Doré.

Boys age 6-7
Fairy Tales
Hans Christian Andersen

This collection of Hans Christian Andersen’s fairy tales includes The Emperor’s 
New Clothes, The Ugly Duckling, The Princess and the Pea, The Snow Queen 
and other lessons in virtue and resilience in the face of adversity.

Boys age 5-6
New We Are Six
A.A. Milne
 
An anthology of thirty-five beautiful and heart-warming poems for children, from  
the author of Winnie-the-Pooh.
 
When I was One,
I had just begun.
When I was Two,
I was nearly new.
When I was Three
I was hardly me.
When I was Four,
I was not much more.
When I was Five,
I was just alive.
But now I am Six,
I’m as clever as clever,
So I think I’ll be six now for ever and ever.



Boys age 4-5
The Tale of Tom Kitten
Beatrix Potter

Kittens are not used to wearing clothes or walking on hind legs! Follow the 
adventures of Moppet, Mittens and Tom and their hilarious clothes swap with three 
Puddle-Ducks.
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