
WCCS Recommends
Classic Christmas Books for Four-and  
Five-Year-Olds

The Nativity, illustrated by Julie Vivas
 
The beautifully-illustrated story follows the long road to Bethlehem, the birth 
of Christ and the coming of the shepherds and kings in the words of the King 
James Bible.
 
For parents, this is a comforting book to return to. Its clear order makes it 
easy to read a little each evening. Because the language is beautiful, you can 
let the words carry your son.

The Christmas narrative makes perfect reading for four-and-five-year-olds: it is gentle but serious; it moves  
forward step by step, it demands to be noticed. These books tell the Christmas story simply.

’Twas the Night Before Christmas, by Clement C. Moore, illusrated by  
P.J. Lynch
 
Rhythm and rhyme shape how this poem feels. Rhythm sets the movement: 
lines such as ‘Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the house’ 
rise and fall in a regular beat, which gives the poem a gentle sway, almost like 
rocking. Rhyme fixes the line endings. When ‘house’ is followed by ‘mouse’, or 
‘beds’ by ‘heads’ the echo helps boys detect patterns and guess what might 
come next. 
 
For parents, the combined effect of rhythm and rhyme makes the poem really 
easy to read aloud. The steady beat calms the listener, and the simple rhymes 
help boys join in and anticipate without effort.

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Nativity-Julie-Vivas/dp/0152060855
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Nativity-Julie-Vivas/dp/0152060855
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Nativity-Julie-Vivas/dp/0152060855


A Christmas Story by Brian Wildsmith
 
Wildsmith retells the Nativity in brief sentences and strong confident images. 
Angels appear and speak. The star shines and draws others to it. Nothing is 
embellished; nothing is rushed.
 
For parents, this book makes shared enjoyment easy. Much of the meaning 
lies in the pictures, which invite your son to look carefully while you read.

The Story of Christmas by Barbara Cooney, illustrated by Loretta Krupinski
 
This book follows the Nativity in clear orderly stages, beginning with Mary and 
Joseph setting out for Bethlehem and ending with the visit of the shepherds 
and the wise men. The language is plain and simple. Krupinski’s illustrations 
are gentle and controlled.
 
For parents, this book is easy to read aloud and works well over several 
sittings. Its steady pace makes it suitable for reading a few pages at a time, 
then returning to it the next evening. 

The Story of Christmas: A Beautiful Reproduction of the Traditional 
Christmas Story by Katharine Bamfield, illustrated by Margaret Tarrant 
 
This book tells the Nativity in clear, steady steps, from the journey to 
Bethlehem to the visit of the shepherds and wise men. The language is plain 
and the illustrations traditional. 
 
For parents, this book offers a calm and reliable way to share the Christmas 
story without explanation or embellishment.

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Christmas-Story-Brian-Wildsmith/dp/0192727303
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Christmas-Story-Brian-Wildsmith/dp/0192727303
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Story-Christmas-Trophy-Picture-Books/dp/0064435121
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Story-Christmas-Trophy-Picture-Books/dp/0064435121
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Story-Christmas-Beautiful-Reproduction-Traditional/dp/1398838330
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Story-Christmas-Beautiful-Reproduction-Traditional/dp/1398838330
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Story-Christmas-Beautiful-Reproduction-Traditional/dp/1398838330


WCCS Recommends more at
www.choirschool.com

Closing advice to parents
 

• Choose books that allow Christmas to unfold rather than announce itself. 
• Read slowly and come back to the same pages often.  
• Don’t worry if your son doesn’t grasp everything at once. (The Christmas story takes a lifetime to understand.)


