
WCCS Recommends
Christmas games for boys age four and five

Wooden Railway Set
 
A wooden railway is a first lesson in order. Tracks must meet properly. Curves 
must be judged. Bridges must stand. Four-or-five-year-old boys learn quickly 
that the train only runs well when the pieces are set with care.
 
Benefits for boys
This game encourages patience, planning and spatial sense. Boys learns 
to think a step ahead, to correct mistakes calmly and to find satisfaction in 
making something that works.

Marble Run
 
A marble run asks boys to build first and enjoy later. Towers, drops and turns 
must be placed with balance before the marble is released.
 
Benefits for boys
This kind of play teaches cause and effect in a way that boys can see and 
hear. It develops care, restraint and attention to detail. If rushed, the whole 
thing collapses, which is a vital lesson learned early!

Age four or five, boys learn as much through their hands as their words. A well-made game gives them  
something solid to work with: pieces that fit and rules that make sense. The games below are Christmas favourites  

from established makers, chosen for the way they hold boys’ attention and reward it over time.

https://www.amazon.co.uk/BRIO-Classic-Wooden-Railway-Train/dp/B0019JZ0HO/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/BRIO-Classic-Wooden-Railway-Train/dp/B0019JZ0HO/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Haba-1128-First-Playing/dp/B0002HYFEI/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Haba-1128-First-Playing/dp/B0002HYFEI/


Magnetic Tiles
 
Bright, well-made magnetic tiles join neatly with a light click. They allow 
castles, towers and enclosures to rise quickly, then be reworked just as easily.
 
Benefits for boys
Magnetic tiles strengthen fine motor control while encouraging imaginative 
construction. Boys learns symmetry, balance and confidence without 
frustration.

Wooden Castle or Village Set
 
A wooden castle or village gives boys a fixed setting they can return to day 
after day, ready to continue the story where they left off.
 
Benefits for boys
This kind of play develops narrative thinking. Boys practise sequence and 
consequence, and begin to explore ideas of protection and responsibility.

WCCS Recommends more at
www.choirschool.com

Wooden puzzles
 
A wooden puzzle has weight and intention. Each piece fits one place only. 
Completing it is a serious and satisfying effort for young boys.
 
Benefits for boys
Puzzles build persistence and quiet determination. Boys learn to stay with a 
problem, to notice shape and pattern, and to finish what they start.

Closing advice to parents
 

Choose games that invite boys to slow down and think. 
The best Christmas games are the ones they return to long after the day itself. 
Played well, they help boys form habits of attention and confidence that last.

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Magnetic-Tiles-FIGURES-Building-Construction/dp/B0CBHGPQ3K/?th=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Magnetic-Tiles-FIGURES-Building-Construction/dp/B0CBHGPQ3K/?th=1
https://letoyvan.co.uk/collections/wooden-toy-castles/products/lionheart-wooden-castle
https://letoyvan.co.uk/collections/wooden-toy-castles/products/lionheart-wooden-castle
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Wentworth-Jigsaw-Puzzle-Pieces-Whimsies/dp/B0FM8B75FW/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Wentworth-Jigsaw-Puzzle-Pieces-Whimsies/dp/B0FM8B75FW/

