
WCCS Recommends

More books for budding historians age 4 – 13

Boys age 12-13
The Penguin Book of Historic Speeches
Brian MacArthur (Ed)
 
A compilation of the world’s greatest speeches from ancient times to the 
twentieth century, including Jesus of Nazareth’s ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit’, 
Abraham Lincoln’s ‘A house divided against itself cannot stand’ and Vaclav 
Havel’s ‘A contaminated moral environment’.
 
A brief, scholarly historical explanation sets each scene perfectly.

Boys age 11-12
The Time Traveller’s Guide to Medieval England
Ian Mortimer 
 
What was it actually like to live in the fourteenth century? Ian Mortimer conducts an 
idiosyncratic investigation into the sensations of being alive over six hundred years 
ago. What made people laugh?  What did they eat? And how far from home did they 
travel? 

Boys age 10-11
The New Penguin Atlas of Ancient History 
Colin McEvedy
 
The evolution of peoples in Europe, the Mediterranean and the Near East from 
50,000 B.C. to the fourth century A.D., illustrated in a chronological series of maps: 
a book for serious would-be historians who enjoy witty observations.



Boys age 9-10
History Year by Year
DK
 
A journey through time from mammoths and mummies to flying and Facebook – or, 
put another way, from before history began until 2018. 
 
History Year by Year is beautifully illustrated and accessibly written: perfect for boys 
age 9-10.

Boys age 8-9
What Happened When in the World
DK
 
The ancient world to the twenty-first century, told through detailed maps, beautiful 
illustrations and fascinating facts – ideal for novice historians.

Boys age 7-8 
So You Think You’ve Got It Bad? A Kid’s Life in Ancient Egypt
Chae Strathie
 
If you think that a child’s life in ancient Egypt was all sunshine and pyramids, 
prepare to be surprised: from skirting scorpions to clearing cow dung, to eating 
hedgehogs, to being put in the stocks for bad behaviour, ancient Egypt was 
no oasis for children. Discover life as it really was for children in the land of the 
pharaohs.



Boys age 6-7
Neo Leo: The Ageless Ideas of Leonardo da Vinci
Gene Barretta 

Explore Leonardo da Vinci’s famous notebook sketches and the modern inventions 
they predicted, including the single-span bridge, contact lenses and the helicopter. 
Neo Leo explains how the future was foreshadowed in this genius of the sixteenth 
century.

Boys age 5-6
Knights and Castles
Rachel Firth 

A trip to the medieval period to explore the lives of knights:  the battles they fought, 
the castles they lived in, and what they did for recreation – including biographies of 
famous knights and descriptions of castles that boys can visit today.
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Boys age 4-5
Stone Age
Jerome Martin
 
A simple history of Stone Age people: how they made clothes from animal skins, 
weapons from stone, and cave paintings from charcoal, chalk and earth.


