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14th September 2026 
 
 
Preparation for Senior Schools’ assessments – the WCCS approach 
 
 
Liberal, classical education first 
 
We would like to preface the details on the technical aspects of the School’s preparation for pre-
testing and senior schools’ assessments, set out below, with a caveat: teaching to the test alone does 
not work.  
 
It is our curriculum that best trains the boys to think, by presenting them with the richest material 
from our cultural canon as a coherent schema. This content – precisely because of its richness – 
requires boys to have the techniques to analyse and respond intelligently and articulately.  
 
Academically-selective schools can easily differentiate a boy who is learning to think deeply, and to 
read widely, from a boy who has overdone online practice.  
 
We must not confuse marginal gains – however helpful – for the broader work of education. 
 
Cognitive Ability Tests (CAT) 
 
All boys in Years 4 – 8 sit Cognitive Ability Tests (CAT) annually.  In the academic year 2026/27 
they take place on Monday 14th September. 
 
These tests comprise non-verbal and verbal reasoning, quantitative (maths) reasoning, and some 
questions that require boys mentally to generate and transform visual images (spatial ability).   
 
There are eight sections in CATs; each takes between eight and ten minutes. The format is multiple 
choice, and boys use pencil and paper to complete the tests.  
 
 
What do CAT scores tell us? 
 
CAT scores are not the Holy Grail of measuring your son’s academic potential.   
 
They are, however, a reasonably accurate guide to his prospects of getting past initial screening at 
competitive-entry senior schools. 
 

Boys’ ability description Corresponding standardised score 
Very high 127+ (max 141) 

Above average 112-126 
Average 97-111 

 
As a general (but not absolute) rule, the most selective schools’ baseline will be 125+ (and often 
higher in maths); the selective schools 118+; the less selective schools 110+.

https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk/products/cognitive-abilities-test-cat4/
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Pre-testing in Year 6 
 
The first elements in selection for most senior schools are the Independent Schools Examinations 
Board (ISEB) common pre-tests, which Year 6 boys sit at WCCS in November. 
 
Boys sit four tests; each is online and multiple-choice in format. 
 

1. Verbal Reasoning (25 minutes) 
2. Non-Verbal Reasoning (30 minutes) 
3. English (40 minutes) 
4. Maths (40 minutes) 

 
The two platforms that we recommend boys practise on are Atom Learning and Century Tech. All 
boys have logins for Atom learning from the Lent term of Year 4 and Century Tech from the end 
of Year 5. If your son does not have his, contact Joe Deery. 
 
Email jdeery@choirschool.com 
 
What do you get on each platform? 
 

ATOM LEARNING CENTURY TECH 
Subscription 

name £ Advantages/Disadvantages Subscription 
name £ Advantages/Disadvantages 

Basic 
 

(provided by 
school) 

Fr
ee

 

 
Advantages 
• Adaptive, mirroring the ISEB Pre-Test 

mechanics 
• Direct answer feedback provided with 

thorough explanations 
• Broader range of questions 
• Broader range of difficulty 
• Student Score calculated, which 

accounts for the difficulty of questions 
answered (similar to an SAS) 

 
Disadvantages 
• Curriculum outline could be clearer 

Basic 
 

(provided by 
school) 

Fr
ee

 
 
Advantages 
• Clear curriculum outline 
• Summary of question type & tips for 

approaching question types provided 
at the start of each topic 

 
Disadvantages 
• Non-adaptive 
• Limited explanation if a question is 

answered incorrectly 
• Limited number of questions (c. 20 

per topic) 
• Limited range of difficulty 
• Basic scoring system out of 100 which 

does not consider the difficulty of 
questions answered 

Exam 
Prep 

£5
9.

99
/m

on
th

 

 
All of the above, plus: 
Advantages 
• Bespoke learning journey targeting 

weaker topics 
 

Disadvantages 
• No mock tests 

Bond 
Online 

Premium 
Plus 

£4
1.

99
/m

on
th

 

 
All of the above, plus: 
Advantages 
• Eight ISEB Pre-Test mock tests per 

month with questions “endorsed” by 
ISEB, i.e. questions written & 
provided by ISEB 

• Mock tests replicate ISEB format (but 
not including adaptive questions) 

Exam 
Prep 
Plus 

£6
9.

99
/m

on
th

 

 
All of the above, plus: 
Advantages 
• Unlimited ISEB Pre-Test mock tests 

per month 
• Mock tests replicate ISEB format 

(including adaptive questions) & SAS 
calculated 

 
Disadvantages 
• Mock test questions not “endorsed” 

by ISEB, i.e. ISEB-style questions are 
produced independently by Atom 

 
If you would like further practice, Pretest Plus offers a range of resources. 

https://atomlearning.com/blog/iseb-guide
https://app.century.tech/login/
mailto:jdeery@choirschool.com
https://resources.atomlearning.co.uk/en/knowledge/standardised-age-scores-parents
https://resources.atomlearning.co.uk/en/knowledge/standardised-age-scores-parents
https://pretestplus.co.uk/product-category/pretest/
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How much pre-test-specific preparation is done in class time at School each week? 
 
 Year Group VR NVR English Maths 
Year 4 30 mins * 30 mins * - - 
Year 5 30 mins * 30 mins * 30 mins 30 mins 
Year 6 30 mins 30 mins 30 mins 30 mins 

 * from the Lent term 
 
 
How much extra practice should boys do at home each week? 
 
Some English and maths preps will be pre-test specific in Years 5 and 6. In addition to those preps 
we recommend that the boys in Years 4, 5 & 6 do the following practice each week: 
  
Year Group VR NVR English Maths 
Year 4 30 mins * 30 mins * 15 mins 15 mins 
Year 5 30 mins * 30 mins * 20 mins 20 mins 
Year 6 30 mins 30 mins 30 mins 30 mins 

*from the Lent term 
 
 
If you need any help, on any of the elements, simply contact the relevant teacher directly. 
 

1. Non-verbal & verbal reasoning jdeery@choirschool.com 
2. Maths     dhudson@choirschool.com 
3. English     damphlett@choirschool.com 

 
 
What about the ISEB pre-test results? 
 
Each boy receives a standard-age-score (SAS) based on the complexity of the questions he has 
answered correctly.  This score is adjusted for age and placed on a scale from 58 to 142, with 100 
being the mean average score. 
 
The results are available to the senior schools that use the test, but are not shared with parents 
or prep schools. 
 
Senior schools generally use the results to discern which boys to take to the next stage.  They then 
assess boys again according to their own methods and criteria – normally an interview and a further 
maths and English test, and sometimes a group task and/or further reasoning tests.  
 

mailto:jdeery@choirschool.com
mailto:dhudson@choirschool.com
mailto:damphlett@choirschool.com


 

4 
 

Year 4 Reasoning Preparation 
 

 
Reasoning 

ISEB Pre-Test 
Preparation 

 
Verbal Reasoning 
 
Vocabulary   
• Synonyms 
• Antonyms 
• Jumbled sentences 

 

• Odd ones out 
• Spot the connection 

• Homographs 
• Definitions 

Building words   
• Join the words 
• Morph the word 

 

• Find the link 
• Missing letters 

• Transfer a letter 

Finding words   
• Hidden words 
• Jumbled words 

 

• Stolen words 
• Anagrams 

 

 

Cloze Reordering  
• Choose the word 
• Complete the sentence 
 

• Rearrange words 
• Rearrange letters 

 

 

Codes  Sequences 
• Letter pairs 
• Symbol codes 

 

• Letter codes 
• Number codes 

• Number sequences 
• Letter sequences 
• Ordering words 

Logic   
• Statement logic 
• Letter logic 

 

• Deductions 
• Number logic 
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Non-Verbal Reasoning 
 
Recognise and associate Extending a pattern  
• Odd one out 
• Match to a group 
• Match to a pair 

 

• Pairing shapes 
• Sequences 

• Matrices 
• Odd shaped matrices 

Finding a code 2D shapes  
• Find a code 

 
• Parts within a shape 
• Following folds 

 

• Shape logic 
• Rotations and reflections 

 
3D shapes   
• Nets and cubes 
• Combining 3D 

shapes 
 

• Rotating 3D shapes 
• 3D shapes from 

above 

• Nets from 3D shapes 
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Year 4 English Preparation 
 
 
 
English ISEB 

Pre-Test 
Preparation 

 
 
 

 
In the pre-test, questions will assess a boy’s grasp of the grammar and literacy skills included in the National Curriculum Programme of 
Study up until the end of Year 5. 
 
Comprehension 
In the pre-test, boys are given a selection of passages from fiction, non-fiction and poetry, and boys become familiar with all three styles 
of writing. Questions assess boys’ ability to: 
 

• Retrieve information from the passage 
• Summarise main ideas 
• Make comparisons (between different moments in a text, between contrasting characters, between formal language and informal 

language) 
• Draw inferences and read between the lines, especially when understanding characters’ motivations 
• Explain the meaning of words in the context they are used in a passage 
• Comment on the effects of language choices e.g. adjectives and literary devices (alliteration, similes, metaphors, onomatopoeia, 

imagery, irony, rhetorical questions and personification) 
 
Grammar 
In the pre-test, boys are assessed on the following areas: 
 
• Vocabulary – definitions of words (including synonyms and antonyms); understanding common idioms and figures of speech; prefixes 

and suffixes 
• Punctuation – correct use of commas; sentence enders (full stops, exclamation and question marks); apostrophes (of possession and 

contraction); speech marks; hyphens and dashes; colons and semicolons 
• Grammar – their knowledge of what is grammatically correct, rather than complex terminology (pupils will be expected to be able to 

identify nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, prepositions, conjunctions and determiners); clauses; formal and informal 
language; verb agreement; sentence structure. In most questions, boys will be asked ‘What is grammatically correct?’ rather than having 
to recall the names of specific tenses 
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• Spelling – homophones e.g. their / there / they’re and near homophones e.g. conscience / conscious; their knowledge of spelling 
patterns and common exception words e.g. for ‘‘I’ before ‘e’ except after ‘c’’, leisure, foreigner, weird, seize, height 

 
In Year 4, we begin the process of building and consolidating the fundamentals in each of the elements listed above. The overriding 
priority in Year 4 is to build competence and confidence in a wide range of skills which will be assessed in the pre-test.  
 

 



  

8 
 

Year 4 Maths Preparation 
 
 
 
Maths ISEB 

Pre-Test 
Preparation 

 

 
In the pre-test, questions will assess a boy’s knowledge of mathematics topics from the National Curriculum Programme of Study up until 
the end of Year 5: 
 

• Number and place value 
• Calculations (addition, subtraction, multiplication, division) 
• Fractions, decimals and percentages 
• Measurement 
• Geometry 
• Statistics 

 
Some questions will assess mathematical fluency in the form of arithmetic questions, others will require solving mathematical problems, 
including more than one of the topics. 
 
In Year 4, we begin the process of building and consolidating the fundamentals in each of the elements listed above. Boys are taught the 
processes they will be expected to execute accurately in the pre-test (e.g., decimal calculations, fractions of amounts, and transformations). 
They are also given opportunities to solve problems which encourage them to think flexibly and strategically within the various topics 
they learn about. 
 
The overriding priority in Year 4 is to build competence and confidence in a wide range of skills which will be assessed in the pre-test.  
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Year 5 Reasoning Preparation (from the Lent term) 
 

 
Reasoning 

ISEB Pre-Test 
Preparation 

 
Verbal Reasoning 
 
Vocabulary   
• Synonyms 
• Antonyms 
• Jumbled sentences 

 

• Odd ones out 
• Spot the connection 

• Homographs 
• Definitions 

Building words   
• Join the words 
• Morph the word 

 

• Find the link 
• Missing letters 

• Transfer a letter 

Finding words   
• Hidden words 
• Jumbled words 

 

• Stolen words 
• Anagrams 

 

 

Cloze Reordering  
• Choose the word 
• Complete the sentence 
 

• Rearrange words 
• Rearrange letters 

 

 

Codes  Sequences 
• Letter pairs 
• Symbol codes 

 

• Letter codes 
• Number codes 

• Number sequences 
• Letter sequences 
• Ordering words 

Logic   
• Statement logic 
• Letter logic 

 

• Deductions 
• Number logic 
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Non-Verbal Reasoning 
 
Recognise and associate Extending a pattern  
• Odd one out 
• Match to a group 
• Match to a pair 

 

• Pairing shapes 
• Sequences 

• Matrices 
• Odd shaped matrices 

Finding a code 2D shapes  
• Find a code 

 
• Parts within a shape 
• Following folds 

 

• Shape logic 
• Rotations and reflections 

 
3D shapes   
• Nets and cubes 
• Combining 3D 

shapes 
 

• Rotating 3D shapes 
• 3D shapes from 

above 

• Nets from 3D shapes 
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Year 5 English Preparation  
 

 
English 

ISEB Pre-Test 
Preparation 

 
In the pre-test, questions will assess a boy’s grasp of the grammar and literacy skills included in the National Curriculum Programme 
of Study up until the end of Year 5. 
 
Comprehension 
 
In the pre-test, boys are given a selection of passages from fiction, non-fiction and poetry, and boys become familiar with all three 
styles of writing. Questions assess boys’ ability to: 
 

- Retrieve information from the passage 
- Summarise main ideas 
- Make comparisons (between different moments in a text, between contrasting characters, between formal language and 

informal language) 
- Draw inferences and read between the lines, especially when understanding characters’ motivations 
- Explain the meaning of words in the context they are used in a passage 
- Comment on the effects of language choices e.g., adjectives and literary devices (alliteration, similes, metaphors, onomatopoeia, 

imagery, irony, rhetorical questions and personification) 
 
Grammar 
 
In the pre-test, boys are assessed on the following areas: 
 

- Vocabulary – definitions of words (including synonyms and antonyms); understanding common idioms and figures of speech; 
prefixes and suffixes 

- Punctuation – correct use of commas; sentence enders (full stops, exclamation and question marks); apostrophes (of 
possession and contraction); speech marks; hyphens and dashes; colons and semicolons 

- Grammar – their knowledge of what is grammatically correct, rather than complex terminology (pupils will be expected to be 
able to identify nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, prepositions, conjunctions and determiners); clauses; formal and 
informal language; verb agreement; sentence structure. In most questions, boys will be asked ‘What is grammatically correct?’ 
rather than having to recall the names of specific tenses 
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- Spelling – homophones e.g., their / there / they’re and near homophones e.g., conscience / conscious; their knowledge of 
spelling patterns and common exception words e.g., for ‘‘I’ before ‘e’ except after ‘c’’, leisure, foreigner, weird, seize, height 

 
In Year 5, we continue the process of building and consolidating the fundamentals in each of the elements listed above and students 
begin to complete practice papers in timed conditions in the Trinity term. The overriding priority in Year 5 is to build competence 
and confidence in a wide range of skills which will be assessed in the pre-test. 
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Year 5 Maths Preparation  
 

 
Maths ISEB 

Pre-Test 
Preparation 

 
In the pre-test, questions will assess a pupil’s knowledge of mathematics topics from the National Curriculum Programme of Study 
up until the end of Year 5: 
 

• Number and place value 
• Calculations (addition, subtraction, multiplication, division) 
• Fractions, decimals and percentages 
• Measurement 
• Geometry 
• Statistics 

 
Some questions will assess mathematical fluency in the form of arithmetic questions, others will require solving mathematical 
problems, including more than one of the topics. 
 
In Year 5, we continue to progress through the National Curriculum. Some topics that were learned in Year 4 are reviewed at a higher 
level of difficulty to ensure that they are retained and mastered. Skills-based work is complemented with problem-solving and puzzles 
to ensure boys can access the higher difficulty questions in the pre-test. 
 
Atom Learning is used in one half-hour lesson per week. Further to this, one of the two weekly preps is set on Atom Learning. This 
ensures plenty of exposure to the format and style of the pre-tests, in every topic. Aside from this, over the summer boys should 
work through the ‘Primary – 11+ Mathematics’ course on Century Tech for further practice completing multiple choice questions 
online. This course covers the whole National Curriculum and is split into ‘nuggets’ which focus on specific topics. 
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Year 6 Reasoning Preparation 
 

 
Reasoning 

ISEB Pre-Test 
Preparation 

 
Verbal Reasoning 
 
Vocabulary   
• Synonyms 
• Antonyms 
• Jumbled sentences 

 

• Odd ones out 
• Spot the connection 

• Homographs 
• Definitions 

Building words   
• Join the words 
• Morph the word 

 

• Find the link 
• Missing letters 

• Transfer a letter 

Finding words   
• Hidden words 
• Jumbled words 

 

• Stolen words 
• Anagrams 

 

 

Cloze Reordering  
• Choose the word 
• Complete the sentence 
 

• Rearrange words 
• Rearrange letters 

 

 

Codes  Sequences 
• Letter pairs 
• Symbol codes 

 

• Letter codes 
• Number codes 

• Number sequences 
• Letter sequences 
• Ordering words 

Logic   
• Statement logic 
• Letter logic 

 

• Deductions 
• Number logic 
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Non-Verbal Reasoning 
 
Recognise and associate Extending a pattern  
• Odd one out 
• Match to a group 
• Match to a pair 

 

• Pairing shapes 
• Sequences 

• Matrices 
• Odd shaped matrices 

Finding a code 2D shapes  
• Find a code 

 
• Parts within a shape 
• Following folds 

 

• Shape logic 
• Rotations and reflections 

 
3D shapes   
• Nets and cubes 
• Combining 3D 

shapes 
 

• Rotating 3D shapes 
• 3D shapes from 

above 

• Nets from 3D shapes 
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Year 6 English Preparation 
 

 
English ISEB 

Pre-Test 
Preparation 

 
In the pre-test, questions will assess a boy’s grasp of the grammar and literacy skills included in the National Curriculum Programme 
of Study up until the end of Year 5. 
 
Comprehension 
 
In the pre-test, boys are given a selection of passages from fiction, non-fiction and poetry, and boys become familiar with all three 
styles of writing. Questions assess boys’ ability to: 
 

- Retrieve information from the passage 
- Summarise main ideas 
- Make comparisons (between different moments in a text, between contrasting characters, between formal language and 

informal language) 
- Draw inferences and read between the lines, especially when understanding characters’ motivations 
- Explain the meaning of words in the context they are used in a passage 
- Comment on the effects of language choices e.g., adjectives and literary devices (alliteration, similes, metaphors, 

onomatopoeia, imagery, irony, rhetorical questions and personification) 
 
Grammar 
 
In the pre-test, boys are assessed on the following areas: 
 

- Vocabulary – definitions of words (including synonyms and antonyms); understanding common idioms and figures of speech; 
prefixes and suffixes 

- Punctuation – correct use of commas; sentence enders (full stops, exclamation and question marks); apostrophes (of 
possession and contraction); speech marks; hyphens and dashes; colons and semicolons 

- Grammar – their knowledge of what is grammatically correct, rather than complex terminology (pupils will be expected to be 
able to identify nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, prepositions, conjunctions and determiners); clauses; formal and 
informal language; verb agreement; sentence structure. In most questions, boys will be asked ‘What is grammatically correct?’ 
rather than having to recall the names of specific tenses 
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- Spelling – homophones e.g., their / there / they’re and near homophones e.g., conscience / conscious; their knowledge of 
spelling patterns and common exception words e.g., for ‘‘I’ before ‘e’ except after ‘c’’, leisure, foreigner, weird, seize, height 

 
Ahead of the pre-test in November, Michaelmas term is spent intensively reviewing the content covered in Years 4 and 5 at a higher 
difficulty level. pre-test-style questions are used in classwork and prep to familiarise the boys with nature of the questions they will 
face. A practice paper is completed in class every week. Further to this, one of the two weekly preps is usually set on Atom Learning. 
This ensures plenty of exposure to the format and style of the pre-tests, in every topic 
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Year 6 Maths Preparation 
 

 
Maths ISEB 

Pre-Test 
Preparation 

 
In the pre-test, questions will assess a boy’s knowledge of mathematics topics from the National Curriculum Programme of Study up 
until the end of Year 5: 
 

• Number and place value 
• Calculations (addition, subtraction, multiplication, division) 
• Fractions, decimals and percentages 
• Measurement 
• Geometry 
• Statistics 

 
Some questions will assess mathematical fluency in the form of arithmetic questions, others will require solving mathematical 
problems, including more than one of the topics. 
 
Ahead of the pre-test in November, Michaelmas term is spent intensively reviewing the content covered in Years 4 and 5 at a higher 
difficulty level. Pre-test-style questions are used in classwork and prep to familiarise the boys with the nature of the questions they 
will face.  
 
Atom Learning is used in one half-hour lesson per week. Further to this, one of the two weekly preps is set on Atom Learning. This 
ensures plenty of exposure to the format and style of the pre-tests, in every topic. Boys should also continue to work through ‘Primary 
– 11+ Mathematics’ on Century Tech, aiming to complete every “nugget” ahead of the pre-test. 
 

 
 
 
 


