
Suggested reading for 
Year 5 (age 9/10) from WCCS

Eoin Colfer – Artemis Fowl

Join the brilliant and cunning Artemis Fowl as he kidnaps a fairy in an attempt to restore 
his family’s fortune, setting off a high-stakes adventure of magic and mayhem.

Gillian Cross – The Demon Headmaster

Encounter the eerie world of a school run by the mysterious and hypnotic Demon 
Headmaster, as a group of children strives to uncover and thwart his sinister plans.

Roald Dahl – Danny the Champion of the World

Join the heartwarming father-son duo, Danny and his dad, as they embark on a daring 
pheasant-poaching adventure, showcasing the power of love and resourcefulness.



Kate DiCamillo – The Tale of Despereaux

Follow the adventures of a brave and unlikely hero, Despereaux the mouse, as he sets out 
to rescue a princess and bring light to a darkened kingdom.

Maz Evans – Who Let the Gods Out?

Meet Elliot, a twelve-year-old boy who unwittingly releases ancient Greek gods into the 
modern world, leading to humorous chaos and unexpected friendships.

Anthony Horowitz – Stormbreaker

Enter the world of teenage spy Alex Rider as he takes on a dangerous mission to uncover 
the truth about his uncle’s mysterious death, facing espionage and high-stakes intrigue.



Polly Ho-Yen – Boy in the Tower

In a world threatened by mysterious black clouds, young Ade discovers his inner strength 
as he confronts fear, isolation, and the secrets of the tower.

Madeleine L’Engle – A Wrinkle in Time

Join Meg Murry and her friends as they embark on a cosmic journey through space and 
time to rescue Meg’s father.

Michael Morpurgo – War Horse

Witness the powerful bond between a young man and his horse, Joey, as they navigate the 
challenges of World War I in this poignant and heartrending tale.



Michael Morpurgo – Private Peaceful

Follow the life of Tommo Peaceful as he reflects on his past, family, and his time as a 
soldier in World War I in this moving and thought-provoking novel.

Michelle Paver – Wolf Brother series

Set in prehistoric times, this thrilling adventure follows Torak and his wolf companion as 
they embark on a perilous journey to save the world from an ancient evil.

Philip Pullman – Clockwork

Apprentice clock-maker Karl must craft a new figure for the great clock in town - but he 
is exceedingly short on inspiration. When a mysterious little clockwork character appears 
from nowhere, Karl seems to have found the answer to his prayers. In fact he is in for a 
terrible shock.



Katherine Rundell – The Explorer

In a gripping adventure set deep in the Amazon rainforest, four children must rely on 
their resourcefulness and courage as they face the untamed wilderness, unravel ancient 
mysteries, and discover the true meaning of survival.

S.F. Said – Varjak Paw 

Join Varjak Paw, a cat with a yearning for adventure, as he discovers his own unique 
abilities and faces the mysterious Vanishings in his quest for self-discovery.

Brian Selznick – The Invention of Hugo Cabret

Immerse yourself in the visually stunning world of Hugo Cabret, a young orphan who 
uncovers the secrets of a mysterious automaton and the magic of storytelling.



Ian Serraillier – The Silver Sword

Set during World War II, follow the journey of a group of siblings as they navigate war-torn 
Europe in their quest for survival and reunion.

Louie Stowell – Loki: A Bad God’s Guide to Being Good

After playing one trick too many, Loki, Norse god of mischief, is sent by Odin to live on 
earth as an 11-year old boy. He has one month to prove that he can mend his ways, or 
Odin will condemn him to eternal torture.


